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BASIC- ABSTRACT: 

The system attaches usage rights to a digital work by specifying how 
a digital 

work may be used or distributed and usage fee information comprising 
fee type 
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and fee parameters. A communication medium couples repositories. 
Each 

repository has an external interface for removably coupling to the 
medium. 

Digital works having attaches usage rights and fees are stored. 

A request is generates to access a digital work stored in another of 
the 

repositories. The request indicates a particular usage right. 

Requests are processed to access stored digital works and fee 
transactions are 

generated when a request indicates a usage right that is attached to 
a digital 

work. Each repository is removably coupled to a credit server which 
is 

arranged for recording fee transactions and reporting fee 
transactions to a 
billing clearing house. 

ADVANTAGE - Enables various usage fees scenarios. 
ABSTRACTED-PUB-NO: US 5634012A 
EQUIVALENT-ABSTRACTS : 

A system for controlling the distribution and use of digital works 
through a 

network, said system having a mechanism for reporting fees based on 
the 

distribution and use of digital works, said system comprising: 

a digital work having attached usage rights, each of said usage 
rights for 

specifying how a digital work may be used or distributed, each of 
said usage 

rights specifying usage fee information, said usage fee information 
comprising 

a fee type and fee parameters which define a fee to be paid in 
connection with 

the exercise of said usage right; 

a plurality of repositories, each of said repositories comprising: 

an external interface for removably coupling to said network; 

storage means for storing digital works having attached usage rights 
and fees; 

requesting means for generating a request to access a digital work 
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stored in 

another of said plurality of repositories, said request indicating a 

particular 

usage right; 

processing means for processing requests to access digital works 
stored in said 

storage means and for generating fee transactions when a request 
indicates a 

usage right that is attached to a digital work and said usage right 
specifies 

usage fee information; 

each of said plurality of repositories further removably coupled to a 
credit 

server, said credit server for recording fee transactions from said 
repository 

and subsequently reporting said fee transactions to a billing 
clearinghouse . 
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